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Risk stratification to 
define who is high risk

Optimal use of new 
diagnostic technologies

Early detection and 
diagnosis of skin cancer

Cost-benefit of 
screening

Government investment is needed in research and programs 
to analyse, improve and standardise:

Should Australia have a  
screening program for 
melanoma? 
The Australasian College of 
Dermatologists (ACD) recommends that 
targeting people at high risk of melanoma 
for screening and surveillance may be cost 
effective.

Shouldn’t we screen 
everyone?
There is not enough evidence to show that 
a broader population-based melanoma 
screening program would improve overall 
outcomes and reduce cancer deaths. 
More research is needed.

Australia has one of the 
highest rates of skin 
cancer in the world.

Skin cancer costs Australia’s 
healthcare system  

$1.7 billion each year.1

Melanoma is the most 
common cancer in 

Australians aged 15-39 years.2 

Melanoma accounts for 
nearly two-thirds of all 

skin cancer deaths.2 

Scan the QR code to view the full position 
statement or visit dermcoll.edu.au 

ACD’s position statement on Population-based 
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Designing an evidence-based, equitable, 
targeted melanoma screening program


